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THAVIBU ART GALLERY www.thavibuart.com is delighted to showcase 18 oil and acrylic on canvas paintings 

by two well-known Thai artists, Santi Thongsuk and Therdkiat Wangwatcharakul, in the exhibition óStates of 

Suspensionô, which runs from 12 September - 5 October 2018.  

The paintings run the gamut of figures gracefully suspended in ethereal space; rusting vehicles running on out-

moded suspension; and passengers suspended by their tight grips on a boatôs rails, while the viewer exerts 

Coleridgeôs ówilling suspension of disbeliefô in order to fully embrace the artistsô very different worlds.  

The muscular, supremely supple figures in Santi Thongsukôs Motion in Pink, Motion in Orange and Gentle Fly, 

more than a little reminiscent of some of William Blakeôs works, seem aerodynamically suspended in their mon-

ochrome, boldly-brushed, space.  In the haunting Another Journey Begins, the not immediately detectable, 

ethereal figure drifts enigmatically above the quasi-religious paraphernalia, dominated by the surreal blue skull.   

Therdkiat Wangwatcharakulôs canvases, like much of his work, exude a sense of melancholia and compassion-

ate nostalgia for a way of life which has either vanished or been pushed out of sight behind Bangkokôs sleek, 

ultra-modern veneer. Two vehicles are depicted in bold, strong strokes: are the distinctive splashes on the can-

vases raindrops or are they symbolic of the vehiclesô distressed, corroding metal bodywork? At San Saeb por-

trays vulnerable, crammed commuters on an odorous Bangkok canal, suspended in their daily journey: they 

represent the underbelly of the metropolis, on a par with the stray dog cowering under the rusting jalopy in 

Pinky. 

Santi Thongsuk and Therdkiat Wangwatcharakul are both well-established and highly-regarded award-winning 

artists with an impressive history of solo, duo and group exhibitions in Thailand, as well as elsewhere in South-

east Asia, Europe and beyond. In 2000 Santi was represented at the Christieôs auction in Bangkok, óImportant 

Thai Paintingsô, Therdkiat was awarded the Jurors' Choice Prize in the ASEAN Art Awards in the same year. 
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Motion in Pink;  2018;  Santi Thongsuk;  95 x 120 cm.;  Oil on canvas 
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